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Four More Records for Zatopek 


(by R. Le Qercetant) 
Star& Boleslav-Houstka (Czechoslovakia), Sept. 2 


Emil ZAtopek, the greatest human machine of our time, set 
4 new world's records here today. The new marks are as fol- 


lows: 
15,000 m 44:54.6 
10 liiles 48:12.0 bee record, Heino 49:22.2) 
20,000 m 59:51.8 (old record, Heino lh: 2:40.0) 
1 hour 12 miles 809 yds. (o.r. Heino 12 miles, 29y) 


Seventeen runners competed and the race was started arou- 
nd a turn of the 364-mtrs. track. ZAtopek obviously led 
from start to finish. His amazing intermediate times were as 
follows: 
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Jindrich Nov4k was 2nd (20,000m in 1 h 7:51.2, after 
covering 17,778 mtrs. in 1 hour) and Jaroslav Strupp 3rd 
(20,000 m 1h 8:43.6, after covering 17,477 mtrs. inl 
hour). 

Last but not least here is a report on ZAtopek's heart. 
His pulsation rate before and after the race was as follows: 
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Just before the race 
Just after the race 
After a 4-minutes' rest 
After a 10-minutes' rest 98 
After a 3-hours' rest 52 per 

From the above figures physicians come to the conclusion 
that Zatopek has an entirely normal heart. His phenomenal 
achievements are to be attributed to his methodical train- 
ing schedule. 

Only a couple of weeks earlier, namely at Strahov Stad- 
ium, Prague, Za&topek had achieved the following: 


20,000 m 1h 1:16.0 and 12 miles 268 yds in 1 hour. 
On that occasion he ran the first half (10,000m) in 31:05 
and the second in 30:]] J}! 





European Marks Continue Good 


Heino Lipp of USSR broke his European shotput record for 
the second time in less than 3 months. At Minsk on Sept. 8 
he did 55'8"1/2, only 2 cm. off the (for Europeans) all-imp- 
ortant 17 mtrs. mark. His countryman Otto Grigalka was se- 
cond at 53'10"1/2. Some two weeks later Grigalka competed in 
the International Championships of Rumania and won the shot- 
put event at 53'5". At Orasul Stalin (Rumania) on Sept. 27 
he did 54'10"1/4 - second best:by a European in 1951. 

Another Russian, sprinter Vladimir Sukharyev, ran 100m in 
10.3 at Bucharest on Sept.23. Runner-up was Angel Kolev of 
Bulgaria, who was timed in 10.4. Sukharyev's mark equals the 
European record, yet at the time of writing it is not known 
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RFCORD BREAKERS--Britain's speedy two-mile relay team takes 
it easy after cracking the world's record. From left, Bill 
Nankeville, Albert Webster, Frank Evans and John Parlett. 


Britain Lowers Relay Record 


By Norris McWhirter 

London, Sept. 26--Thirty-thousand fans went to England's 
track Mecca--the white City Stadium--to see London's first 
international floodlit meeting. Top of the bill was a 
special attempt on the world's two mile relay figures by a 
Great Britain foursome and a national quartet flown in from 
Sweden. 

Britain's elect were miler Bill Nankeville, whose best 
time for a half mile wes his 1:53.4 Army title back in 1948; 
Albert webster, who in June ran 1:52.8 behind Roscoe Browne 
on a grass track; diminutive Prank Evans, Wint's distant 
runner-up in the AAA meet; and as anchor man European 800m 
champion John Parlett, who 14 days before hed dead-heated the 
majestic Wint in 1:51.6 for the 880. Sweden supplied Tore 
Ekefelt (1:61.6 m), Rune Hagerman (1:51.5 m), Stig Lingard 
(1:51.61 m), and Lars-Erik Wolfbrandt (1:50.4 m). 

Nankeville set off as if he had forgotten that 880 yards 
was only two laps and was unable by two yards to hold off 
Ekefelt's storming finish to his 1:53.2 leg. Webster, run- 
ning a 1:52.68 stage sent off Evans with a slight lead. The 
ex-Royal Navy man ripped off his first 220 yards in 24 secs. 
and his quarter in a suicidal 52.0. _ Many thought that the 
record must remain undisturbed but “vans fought his way in 
a yard shead of the fast closing Lingard. The anchor stage 
occupied a dramatic 1:50.8 with never more than two yards of 
night separating the runnerse Parlett put ina slight kick 
off the last bend and motored in throughs blizzard of flash 
bulbs. Great Britain's totel time was 7:30.6 (Sweden 7:21.2) 
namely 4 seconds ahead of the University of California's 
accepted 1941 mark and 1.2 secs. shead of Michigan State's 
AAU record which awaits the IAAF rubber stamp. 

Another world record was set by an “nglish girls' team 
over 4x220 yards. Sylvia Cheesman, Barbara Foster, Margaret 
Brian and Dorothy Hall toured two circuits in 1:41.4--two 
seconds better than the previous best for. this unusual event. 

Other highlights were a new English native record of 
173-3% by the 160 1b. Peter Allday, the only thrower in the 
world who can throw 10 feet further than his own weight in 
pounds. Most encouraging was s 30 yard victory bywsteeple- 
chaser John Disley in the 5000m event over Curt Soderberg 
and Olympic champion Tore Sjostrand in 9:11.66 





.whether the mark will be submitted forapproval, or simply 
"ignored", as it happened with many German sprint tires in 
the "twenties". 

Herbert Schade, Germany's great Olympic hope, lowered his 
10,000m record to 29:42.2 at Wuppertal on Sept. 29, after 
negotiating the first 5,000m in 14:43. Unfortunately this 
mark happened to pass almost unnoticed, for the great ZAato- 
pek set four exceptional world records on the same day, 
running two consecutive 19000m's under 30 minutes! 

Pyotr Denisenko of USSR surprised by vaulting 14'4" (4" 
5/8 over his previous best) in a meet at Kiev on Sept. 5.De- 
nisenko is well-known as a decathlon speciclist. 

Soini Nikkinen of Finland again showed his consistency 
by throwing the javelin 249'1" - best since the war by a 
European - at Oerebro, Sweden on Sept. 9. 

European 800m champ Harold John Parlett (GB) ran to 2 
dead heat with Arthur int of Jamaica in a 1:51.6 halfmile 
on Sept. 12. Holland's Harry de Kroon vanauished Germany's 
1:50-man Heinz Ulzheimer at Berlin on Sept. 16. 





da Silva Breaks H-S-J Record ' 


Rio de, Janeiro, Brazil--Great hop-step- jumping produced 
a new world's record and also the second best of the season, 
both performances coming by Brazilians named da Silve in a 
Single meet. 

Adhemar Ferreira da Silva, co-holder of the present 
mark, triple-jumved 52-64 (16.0lm) to win the event. This 
performance gave him a 3/8" margin over the world record 
first set by Naoto Tajima of Japan on Auge 6, 1936 in the 
Berlin Olympics, and tied last Dec. 3 in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
by AeF. da Silva. The 24-year-old Negro thus becomes the 
first Brazilian to hold a world's track record outright. 

Second place with a mark reported both as 52-0 + and 
51-0% was Helio Continho da Silva. It awaits confirmation. 
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Report From Europe 


Kiev, Sept. -- PV Pyotr Denisenko (USSR) 14'4" (new Union 
record) 


Kempen, Sept. 6 -- 400m Cleve (G) 48.5; 3,000m Lamers (G) 
aoLe Braun (G) 8:24.4. 


Pr e, Sept.6 -- SP Jiri Skobla (CSR) 53'1"3/4 (ties CSR 
reoeeai 


Budapest, Sept. 6/9 -- Hungarian Championships. 


400m Bénhalmi 48.4, Adamik 48.5, Karaédi 48.7, Solymosi 
48.8; 800m Bzkos 1:52.7; 1,500m Béres 3:52.0; Bd Foldessy 
23'8"1/4; Dl Klics 165'11"; HT Németh 189'10"3/4; Petike 
175'7"1/2; Bonyhédi 174'6"7/8; Csermak \174'6"1/8 (19 years 
old!); Késa 170'7"1/4. In the JT V4rszegi won his 19th Ch. 
title at 205'4"1/2! 


Minsk, Sept. 8 -- SP Lipp (USSR) 55'8"1/2 (NEW EUROPEAN RE- 
CORD); Cricalka 53'10"1/2; 4x400m Relay, USSR National team 


— Ilin, Pilags, Lituyev) 3:14.2 (new Union re- 
cord). 


Prague, Sept. 8 
pe 4323.c. 


Edinburgh, Sept. 8 -- Edinburgh Highland Games 

100y Shenton 5 9.9, A-Stanfield (US); 220y A.Stanfield 
22.0, Shenton (GB); 880y Wint 1:54.8; R.Browne (US); PV 
Richards (US) 14'1"; HJ Paterson (GB} 6'4"; BJ Richards 22! 
11"; SP Savidge (GB) 51'9". 


Te Werve, Sept. 9 -- BJ Henk Visser 24'6"1/2 (new Dutch re- 
cord); +t Nico Lutkeveld 223'10"5/8 (new Dutch record). 


Orebro, Sept. 9 -- JT Soini Nikkinen (Finland) 249'1"; P.A. 
Berglund meee 223'4"3/4; R.Ericzon el 214'1"1/4; HT 
Strandli (Norway) 191'2"1/8; Storch (Germany) 184'7"3/8; 

800m Lars-Erik Wolfbrandt (Swd) 1:50.4; Aberg (Swd) 1:51.0. 


K.F.Haas (Germany) 200m in 21.9 and 400m in 48.9. 


Rydboholm, Sept. 2 -- 800m Heinz Ulzheimer (G) 1:50.23; Aud- 
un Boysen (Norway) 1:50.4 (Boysen ran the first half in 
51.8); PV Lundberg (Swd) 13'10"1/2; Schneider (G) 13'5"3/8. 


Pris, Sept. 8/9 -- Stade Jean-Bouin; 400m Siddi (Italy) 
233; Sabolovié (Yug) 48.9; 800m Lacroix 1:54.3; Otenhajmer 
1:54.43; 1,500m El Mabrouk 3:53.43 10,000m iiihalié (Yug) 30: 
49.8; 3,000mS. Segedin (Yug) 9:26.0; HJ Thiam 6'4"3/4; M. 
Dimitxjevié (Yug) 6'4"3/4 (new Yugoslav record). 


Ranson RL 2/16 -- 100m Kiszka 10.8, Stawezyk 10.9 (Staw 
ezyk did 10.6 in a semi-final); 400m Mach 49.0; PV Wazny 
13'1"1/2; atenosys 13'1"1/2; HSJ Z.Weinberg 48'9"3/8 (new 
Polish record); SP T.Prywer 51'9"1/4; BJ Adamezyk 23'11"3/8 
(24'3" in qualifying rounds). 


Pori, Sept. 11 -- 2,000m Taipale 5:14.6 (new Binnish record) 
Denis Johansson 5:17.6. 


London, Sept. 12 -- White City Stadium; 100y McD.Bailey 9.8 
Shenton 10.2; 880y tie between Parlett and Wint at 1:51.6: 
Mile, Nankeville 4:09.6; Parker 4:11.4; Eyre 4:13.03; HT 
Peter Allday (GB) 172'11" (new English native record). 


Oslo, Sept. 12/13 -- Sweden B 225.5, Norway 185.5. 


800m Lindg&rd (S) 1:51.13; Boysen and Hagerman (S) tie at 
1:51.33; Bengt Jonsson (S) 1:51.6; 1,500m K.E.Karlsson (S$) 
£273265 Persson (S) 3:54.2; 5,000m Saksvik (m) 14235203 

-Andersson (S) 14:35.2; 10,000m Stokken (N) 30:33.8; 
Dennolf (S) 31:00.8; 400mh S.0.Eriksson (S) 54.0; 3,000mS. 
Ivar mt o+wh (S) 9:12.23; Sjostrand (S) 9:15.2; SP Stavem 
(N) 49'9@1/4; HT Strandli 192'3"7/8. 


Berlin, Sept. 16 -- 100m Zandt 10.8; Haas 10.8; Geister 

el? andt 21.9; Geister 22.53 — De Kroon (Holl) 
1:53.23; Ulzheimer (G) 1:53.73; 1,500m Aberg (Swd) 3:53.0; 
Lueg (G) 3:53.4; Lamers (G) 3:53.6; 5,000m Schade 14:22.0 
Albertsson (Swd} 14:31.0; Niskenen (Pinl) 14:46.4; 110mh 
Zepernick 14.8; 400mh R.Larsson (Swi) 53.2; Sallen (G) 
53.9; PV Landstrom (Finl) 13'9"3/8; Lundberg (Swd) 13'9" 
3/8; Schneider (Germ) 13'9"3/8. 


Géteborg, Sept. 16 -- 1,500m Sture Landqvist 3:49.4; Oten- 
hajmer ears) 3:49.6; Boysen (Norw) 3:50.2 (new Norwegian 
record); Ingvar Eriksson 3:51.2; 


Helsinki, Sept. 15/16 -- Finland 115, France 99. 


400m Back (Finl) 47.7 (new Finnish record); Degats (Fr) 
47.7; Martin du Gard (Fr) 48.4; 800m El Mabrouk 1:53.43 
1,500m El Mabrouk 3:49.6; Taipale (Finl) 3:50.4; 5,000m 
Mimoun (Fr) 14:25.8; Posti eae 14:39.8; 10,000m Koske- 
la (Finl) 30:49.8; Salonen (Finl) 30:50.2; HJ Damitio (Fr) 
6'4"; Thiam (Fr) 6'2"3/4; Halme (Finl) 6'2"3/4; PV Ole- 
nius (Finl) 13'7"3/8; Piironen (Finl) 13'7"3/8; Sillon (Pr 
13'5"3/8; BJ Valkama (Finl) 24'0"1/4; Heinrich = 2319" 
3/8; HSJ Hiltunen (Finl) 49'7"1/4; Uusihauta (Finl) 48'9" 





-- 10,;000m Z&topek 30:01.8; 5,000m Zato- 


8; M'Baye hialic (Fr) 48'9"3/8 (new French record); DT 
het Bo (Fini) 167'2"3/4; Huutoniemi (Finl) 160'9"1/2; 
uh Tamminen (Finl) 173'8"1/4; Halmetoja (Finl) By Bde Ry 
3/4; Legrain (Fr) 169'7" 78 {new French record)JT Nikki- 
nen (Fin1l) 232'10"7/8; Hyytiainen (Fin1) 229'7"7/8; 
200m Bally (Fr) 21.8; 4x400m R. Finland 3:15.0; France 


3315. 4e 
London, Sept. 19 -- "Jamaica Day" at Motspur Park. 

00y Bailey 9.8; 220y Bailey 21.8; 440y T.L.Higgins 48.8 
McKenley 48.8 (the Jamaican has not been training of 
late!); Friar 49.0; Parlett 49.3; 880y Wint 1:55.1; Mile 
Nankeville 4:14.2; 2 Miles Herbert 9:17.8; 


Rotterdam, Sept. 23 -- 10,000m Slykhuis 30:53.4; (new 
utch record). 


Sddertalie, Sept. 23 -- HJ Arne Ljungqvist 6'6"; 3,000m 
Albertsson (Swd) B55. 4; Stig Lundqvist (Swd) 8:26.2. 


Olomouc, Sept. 22 -- HT Dad&k 182'6"1/2. 


Prostejov, Sept. 23 -- SP Skobla 52'1"1/4; Kalina 51'3". 
Bucharest, Sept. 23/25 -- International Championships of 
Rumania. 


100m V.Sukharyev (USSR) 10.3; Kolev (Bulg.) 10.4; Sana- 
dze (USSR) 10.5; 200m Sukharyev 21.5; 800m Bakos tung) 
1:52.2; Korban (Pol.) 1:52.7; Baslack Nes Y 1:52.8; 400m 
Gerard Mach (Pol.) 48.5; 1,500m Béres (Hung) 3:52.6; 5,000m 
Kazantsev (USSR), 14:24.0; Popov (USSR) 14:28.2; 10,000m 
Popov 30:35.2; Semyonov (USSR) 31:00.4; 110mh Bulanchik 
(USSR) 14.7; 400mh Lituyev (uses) 52.0; Lunyev 52.2; Yulin 
53.1; 3,000mSt. Apré (Hung.) 9:07.63; Hd Séter (Rum) 6'5"1/8 
PV Brazhnik (USSR) 13'9"3/8; Denisenko (USSR) 13'5"3/8; 
HSJ Leonid Shcherbakov (USSR) 49'0"5/8; Weinberg (Poland) 
48'7"1/2; SP Grigalka (USSR) 53'5"; DT Klics (Hungary) 169' 
1"1/2; Ht Németh (Hungary) aFuaeay’ Dibenke (USSR) 176! 
8"1/8; JT Yuriy Shcherbakov (USSR) 228'3"3/4; 4x100mR. 
USSR 41.4; Hungary 41.6; 4x400mR Hungary 3:15.0; USSR 3:15. 
Te 


Orasul Stalin, Sept. 27 -- SP Otto Grigalka (USSR) 54'10"1/4 


London, Sept. 26 -- 100y Bailey 9.9; Shenton 9.9; 880y 
Vint Pert Mile Landqvist (Swd) 4:19.0; Wilson 4:19.2; 
2 Miles Herbert 9:18.4; Gottfridsson (Swd) 9:18.8; 3,000mS. 
Disley 9:11.6; Soderberg (Swd) 9:19.0; SP Savidge 5r'2"1/4; 
HT Allday 173'3"1/2 (new English native record); Bo Ericson 
(Swd) 172'; Medley Rélay (440,220,110,330) London (Wint, 
Shenton, Bailey, NeDeiicWhirter) 1:57.26 

Special event: 2 Miles Relay (4x880y) 1-Gt.Britain team 
(Nankeville 1:53.43; Webster 1:52.8; Evans 1:53.63; Parlett 
1:50.8) Le ey (NEW WORLD RECORD); Sweden (Ekfeldt, Hager- 
man, LindgSrd, Volfbrandt) 7:31.2. 


Belgrade, Sept. 28 -- 1,500m El Mabrouk 3:48.23; Ingvar 
Eriksson (Swd) 3:49.8; Ceraj 3:55.63; Otenhajmer (Yug) 
3356.8 (Otenhajmer set the pace, clocking 57 secs. at 
400m, 1:59 at 800m, 2:29 at 1,000m, then he dropped back). 


Milan, Sept. 28/30 -- Italian Championships. 

400m Siddi 47.9; 400mh Filiput 54.0; Bettella 55.2; HSd 
Sormani 47'10"3/8; Bertacca 47'7"1/4; DT Tosi 164'11"1/8 
Consolini 164'3"5/8; HT Taddia 176'6"7/8. 
Wuppertal, Sept. 29 -- 10,000m Schade 29:42.2;(new German 
record); Kruzycki 30:36.0; Posti (Finl) 30:41.0. 


L mu, Sept. 29 -- 400m Peter Kraus (G) 48.0. 


Kromeriz, Sept. 30 -- SP-Kalina. (CSR) 52'8"1/4, 
Blackwood (US) runs 400mh in 53.8 in meet 


Services International -- Rome, Sept. 22/23. 


400m Desgats (Fr) 48.2; 800m Settegeene (Fr) 1:54.8; 
5,000m 0.Cosgul eo! 14:54.53 400mh Blackwood 53.8; 
PY Chiesa (Italy) 13'9"3/8 (new Italian record); HSJd 
Sarial | parys 48'6"1/4; SP Savidge (GB) 52'7"1/2; 
DT Tos Italy) 163'7"3/4. 
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Seen Through European Eyes 


by RL. Quercetani 


King Hammer the Young -- Sverre Strandli of Norway was a 
fontanee figure in hammer throwing circles this year. If my 
data is complete, the 25-year-old Norwegian had no less than 
10 winning throws over 190', as of Oct. 1. Here they are: 


58.70 (192'7") Oslo Sept.15 
58.54 ieee Odda, Norway Aug. 14 
58.62 (192'3"7/8 Oslo Sept.12 
58.49 (191'10"3/4) Arvika, Sweden Sept. 24 
58.41 aos 7576 Haugesund, Norway Auge 12 
58.40 (191'7"1/4 Oslo July 30 
58.33 (191'4"1/2 Oslo Aug. 19 
58.31 (191'3"5/8 Oslo Sept. 30 
58.27 (191'2"1/8 Oerebro, Sweden Sept. 9 
58.08 190'6"5/8 Charlottenberg, Sweden Sept.23 


On Oct.1 Strandli had an exhibition throw of 59.10 mtrs. 
(=193!10"3/4). Earlier in the season he had several fouls 
in the range 195'/197'. The present world record holder, 
Imre Németh of Hungary, has 14 190-plus throws to his cred- 
it, namely 6 in 1950, 5 in 1948, 2 in 1949 and 1 in 1951. 

Németh and Strandli thus have about 50% of the 190-plus 
throws credited to leading hammer throwers as of today. 


King Hammer the 01d -- Karl Hein, Germany's Olympic hammer 
champion of 1936, got one off to 53.91 mtrs.(«=176'10"3/8) 
at Lubeck on Sept.23. This 43-year-old veteran plans to 
"improve" to 55 mtrs. (=180'5"3/8) next year and make the 
trip to Helsinki. Hein threw 58.77 mtrs. (#192'9"5/4).in 
winning the European Championship title back in 1938 and 
bettered 190' on two other occasions. Had an Olympic champ- 
ionship been held in 1940, Hein and his comrades Erwin 
Blask and Karl Storch might have made it a clean sweep for 
Germany in the hammer. 

NO SWAN SONG FOR NEMETH } 





(rlq) - Olympic champion Imre Németh defeated the invin- 
cible Sverre Strandli of Norway in the year's greatest ham- 
mer duel at Oslo on Oct.6. Németh got one off to 190'4"5/8, 
while his younger colleague (who had a slightly better se- 
ries) could do no better than 189'8"3/4. It so happened 
that Strandli, who had bettered 190' on ten occasions in 
the last 60 days, just couldn't reproduce his best form 
when most needed. 


Revival of Long Distance Running ? -- In addition to Z&to- 
pek's great 20,0 mtrs. an our marks, there were other 
brilliant performances at "odd" long distances recently. 

In USSR Yakov Moskachenkov first ran 20,000 mtrs. inlh 
3:45 (after covering 18,868 mtrs. in 1 hour) and later set 
a new world's 30,000 mtrs. record of 1 h 38:54, clipping 
20.6 secs. off the previous record, held by his countryman 
Feodosiy Vanin. Moskachenkov's intermediate times in the 
latter race were: 10,000 mtrs. in 32:01, 20,000 mtrs. in 
1h 4:52. He thus covered the last 10 km. in a slow 34:02. 

In Sweden Walter Nystrém ran 20,000 mtrs. in 1 h 325704, 
after covering 18,810 mtrs. in 1 hour. 

Many European observers have expressed the opinion that 
the phenomenal Zatopek may soon contribute to revive public 
interest in the long track races, which used to be so popu- 
lar in the early days of modern athletics. 

If we consider performances made recently over the longest 
standard distance on track - the 10,000 mtrs. - then we may 
assume that competition in this event will soon make it very 
difficult for second-rate performers to show up as well as 
they could do until not so long ago. As an example I may 


mention that Erich Kruzycki of Germany, a man now almost in 
his "forties", did 30:36.0 in finishing second to Schade 

on Sept. 29. That mark would have been of world caliber only 
a few years ago but it will probably be of the "also-ran" 
class in the Helsinki Olympics. As a result there should 

be an ever increasing number of 10,000 mtrs. runners who 
will try the longer track distances -- just to test their 
potentialities for the marathon. 


Sweden is Europe's no.l highjump nation -- This year no less 
than 4 of Europe's best hish jumpers come from Sweden. 
U.Se track fans no doubt remember that Goran “/idenfeldt 
was a top-ranking high jumper on the Yest Coast last Spring. 
He cleared 6'€" on three occasions and fared extremely well 
in big meets. In his home country, Sweden, three men have 
done better. On June 19 Olympic hop, step, jump chamo Arne 
man did 6'6"3/8 and the following day Godsta Svensson 
cleared the bar at 6'6"3/4 - a height which means a2 lot 
to Europeans, being the eouivalent of 2.00 mtrs. Then, 
toward the end of the season, came a 20-year-old man, Arne 
Ljung vist. This junior champ did 6'6" on Sept. 23 and 
6'6"35/4 two days later. ‘ith 4 high jumpers of Olympic ca- 
liber, Sweden will badly need an Olympic Vinal Tryout in 
this event! 


Europe's 14-footers -- There were 4 additions to the Euro- 
pean “"14-foot club" this year. USSR is represented by de- 
cathlon man Pyotr Denisenko and Vladimir Brazhnik. The 
latter won the USSR Chmapionshin title at 14'0"1/8, with 
Denisenko second at 13'9"3/8. At Kiev on Sept. 5 Denisenko 
vaulted 14'4" -- 2"3/4 over Ozolin's 12-year-old Russian 
record. 

Victor Sillon of France beat Yalt Jensen twice in July, 
clearing 14'0"1/8 and 14'1", thus becoming the first 
representative of a Latin country to reach the 14-foot 
class. Sillon hails from Martinique but is a member of 
the French national team. 

The best of them all probably comes from Iceland though, 
and he is actually the European .... broadjump champ - Tort1 
Bryngeirsson. His best 2V mark so far is 14'2"1/8, but he 
will be in the 14'6" class pretty soon. A great competitor, 
_ — be able to reproduce his best form in the Helsinki 

nale 

Of course Europe has a fifth, consistent 14-footer in 
Ragnar Lundberg, holder of the European record at 14'5"1/4 
since 1950. "Stav-Ragge" was not very impressive in 1951, 
but polevaulters can have a long life if thev want to .... 


Will Nikkinen break Nikkanen's record ? 27-year-old Soini 
inen displayed excellent form in the javelin toward the 

end of the season? The Finn could make no impression on 
Held, Hyytiainen and Berglund in early season meets, but 
his late season showing was easily the best on record by 
European javelin throwers since the Jarvinen-Nikkanen era. 

His exhibition throw of 252'4"3/8 was reported in the 
Sept. issue. At Oerebro, Sweden, on Sept. 9 Wikkinen beat 
Sweden's PeA.sBerglund by more than 25 feet, with the follow 
ing, amazing series: 236'7"3/8 - 238'3" - 249'1" - 238'10" 
1/8 - 235'2" - 220'. In the Finland vs. France meet Nikki- 
nen finally manage¢ to beat his consistent countryman, 
European champion Toivo Hyytiainen. At Tampere on Sept.18 
Nikkinen had 4 winning throw of 247'2"1/2, 

Swedish experts have predicted that Soini Nikkinen will 
be the first man to hit 80 mtrs. (=262'5"5/8) thus breaking 
the world mark set by his countryman Yrj6 Nikkanen in 1938. 
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Best Performers 


WORLD'S BEST 1951 

Compiled by D.H.Potts 

n - denotes non-winning time 
100 mtrs. 

10.2 Bailey(Gt.Britein)8/25 
10.3 Gollidey(USA)6/23 
10.5 Sukharyev(USSR)9/23 
10 Fortun(Cuba)5/20 
10.4° Waitterer(Germany)6/10 
10.4 McKenley(Jamaice)7/27 
10.4 n Kolev(Bulgaria)9/23 
10.5 Sanadze(USSR)5/20 
10.5 Geister(Germany)5/27 
10.5 Ford(U8A)6/22 

10.5 Kiszka(Poland)7/ 

10.5 n Zendt(Germany )7/22 
10.5 Brown(USA) 

10.5 M.Kazantsev(USSR)9/20 
with wind: 

10.4 H.de Silva(Brezil) 
10.5 Oleusen(Iceland )6/17 
10.5 n Kalyayev(USSR)8/7 

200 mtrs.(turn)(*220 mark less 0.1) 
20.5 Stanfield(USA)5/26 
20.9 Baeiley(Gt.Britain)8/26 
21.0*n Schatzle(USA)5/26 
21.1 MecKenley(Jamaica)3/17 
21.1* Remigino(U8A)5/25 
21.1 Kraus(Germany )6/30 
21.2*n Wilkinson(Gt.Britain)6/9 
21.2 Sukharyev(USSR)7/15 
21.3 Fortun(Cuba)3/2 

21.3* Oole(UaA)5/12 

21.3  Rhoden(Jamaica)7/18 
21.4* de Gruchy(Australia)2/10 
94 n seitieesives ’ 

21. Zandt (Germany )5/20 
21.4*n @unningham(USA)5/25 
21.4° Oarty(UBA)5/26 

21.4*n O'Connell (USA)5/26 
21.4% Shenton(Gt.Britain)6/2 
21.4  Golliday(US8A)6/30 

4oo mtrs.(*440 mark less 0.3) 
46.0 Rhoden(Jamaica)6/23 
46.1* McKenley(Jamaica)6/2 
46.7 Whitfield(USA)6/17 
46.9* Dleark(Paadmd}5/13 
46.9% Woore(USA)6/15 

46.9* Wint(Jemaica)8/4 

47.0 n R.Maiocco(USA)6/23 
47.1*n Macon(USA)5/18 

47.1*n LeBeach(Jamaica )9/3 
47.2 Booysen(So.Africa)3/24 
47.2 Geister (Germany )7/29 
47.3*n van Biljon(So.Africa)3/24 
47 .3¢n Bradley(USA)6/16 

47.3 n Haas(Germany )7/29 

47 .4*n McKibbon(USA)5/18 
47.4* McSween(Panama )5/25 
47.5*n Green(USA)6/1 

47 .5*n Lingel(USA)6/16 


800 mtre. (*880 k 1 0.7 
1:48.95" ser Brom dag 9 


1:49. Browne (USA ye 
1:49, Barnes (USA )6/1 
1350.0 Oleve(Germany)7/29 


1250.1 n El Mabrouk(France)7/8 
1:50.1 n Ulzheimer (Germany )7/29 
1:50.4 Wolfbrandt(Sweden)9/9 
1250.4 n Boysen(Norway )9/9 
1250.5 Chambers(USA)7/30 
1:50.6*n Eischen(USA)6/16 
1:50.9* Mitchell(USA)5/29 
1350.0 Paerlett(Gt.Britein)9/12 
1:51.0%n Ellis(USA)6/16 

1251.0 Ohevgun(USSR)7/15 
1:51.0 n Aberg(Sweden)9/9 
1351.0 Jungwirth(98R)10/4 
1:51.1*n Lepard(UBA)6/16 
1:51.1 Lindgard(Sweden)9/12 
1:51.2*n Whitfield (USA )6/1 


aaa autres. 
3344. Landqviet(Sweden)8/26 


3345.4 n Aberg(Sweden)8/26 

3347.0 Otenhajmer(Yugoslavie)8/25 
3:47.8  Teipale(Finland)9/2 
3248.2 ° El Mabrouk(France )9/28 
3348.6 n Bannister (Gt. Britain)8/25 
3248.8 Jungwirth(0SR)8/25 








3149.0 n Reiff (Belgium)8/26 
3349.2 Holmberg(Sweden)7/3 
3249.4 n Lueg(Germany)7/3 
3249.8 n Brikeson(Sweden )9/28 
3350.0 Cevona(0SR)7/29 
3150.0 n Byre(Gt.Britein)8/25 
3250.0 n Persson(Sweden)8/26 
3350.2 Kluge(Germany)7/29 
3350.2 n Tuomaala(Finland )7/31 
3350.2 n Boysen(Norway )9/16 
3150.2 n Kearleson(Sweden)9/23 

1 _mile 

4307.6 Bannister(Gt.Britain)7/14 
4:08.6 Bl onentom “rye ta 


4308.6 n Nankeville(Gt.Britain)7/14 
4:08.8 Druetzler(USA)6/16 

4:08.8 Aberg(Sweden)&/13 

4:09.0 McEwen(Canada)5/25 


4309.0 MeMillen(U8A)6/1 
4:09.0 n Landqvist(Sweden)8/13 
4:09.1 n Holmberg(Sweden)6/1 
4:09.2 n Parlett (Gt. Britain)5/27 
4309.4 n Slykhuis(Holland )6/1 
4:09.6 n Parnell (Canada)6/16 
4309.7 n Truex(USA)5/25 


ewan 
8:13. Albertsson(Sweden )9/23 


8:15.0 Reiff(Belgium)9/7 
8:15.8 8chade(Germany )6/23 
8:16.0 Taipale(Finlend )9/4 


8:16.2 n Koskela(Finland )6/23 
8117.0 Posti(Pinlend )7/3 


8317.6 gee mre» 
8:18.4 V.Kazantsev(U8SR)9/17 
8:19.2 Popov(U8SR)6/25 

2 miles 

8:50.0 Reiff(Belgium)9/7 


8:54.5  Wilt(USA)5/30 

8155.0 n Slykhuis(Holland )9/7 
9:03.2 McBwen(Canade )6/16 
9:03.68  Chateway(Gt.Britain)5/14 
9:04.4 n Taipele(Finland )6/29 
9:04.5 n Oapazzoli(USA)6/16 
9:05.0 n Semper(USA)6/16 

9:05.0 n Theys(Belgium)6/29 


aan mtrs. 
14:10.8 Reiff(Belgium)6/13 


14:11.6  Zatopek(CSR)8/18 
14:15.4 Schade(Germany )9/2 
14120.8 Ps itbamant » ba 
14:20.8 Alberteson(Sweden)7/23 
14:21.6 n Koskela(Sweden)7/23 
14:22.6 n Posti(Finland )7/23 
14:23.0 n Mimoun(France )6/13 


14:23.8 Stokken(Norway)7/31 
14:24.0 ciaamtianatte 
14:27.2 n Andersson(Sweden)7/23 
14:28.6 Lindmark(Sweden)7/6 
14:29.2 Sakevik(Norway)9/21 


14:30.8 n Nystrém(Sweden )8/22 
14:33.2 ‘Taipale(Finland )9/24 
14:34.0 n MAller(Germany )6/15 
10,000 mtrs. 
29:20.8  Zatepek(CSR}9/1 
29:42.2 Schade(Germany )9/29 
29:55.0 Stokken(Norway )8/12 
30:01.4 Mimoun(France)7/22 
30:10.0 Koskela(Finlaend )7/24 
30:10.0 n B.Kerlsson(Sweden)7/24 
30:10.8 Albertsson(Sweden)9/29 
30:14.4 n Nystrém(Sweden)7/24 
30:18.8 Reiff(Belgium)7/29 
30:21.8  V.Kazantsev(USSR)9/1 
30122.6 n Salonen(Finland )7/24 
30:23.6 n Semyonov(USSR)9/1 
30:25.2 n Posti(Finland )7/24 
30:27.6 n Popov(USSR)9/1 
30:36.0 n Kruzycki (Germany )9/29 
mtrs.steeplechase 
8:49.68 V.Kazanteev(USSR)7/10 
8257.6 n Saltykov(USSR)8/15 
9:02.4 Gude(Germany)7/29 
9305.4 Segedin(Yugoelavia)&/26 
9307.2 n Savenko(USSR)7/10 


9:07.6 Blometer(Finland )9/16 
9107.6 Apro(Hungary )9/2 

9:08.0 G.Kerlseon(Sweden)8/18 
9308.2 Djuraskovic(Yugoslavia)6/13) 
9309.6 en here 8/7 
9:10.0 S8&derberg vo 





110 mtre.hdle.(*120y merk 
13. Attlesey(USA 7 18 
1 


13.7* Davis(USA)6/ 


13.9%n Dixon(USA)5/19 

14.0*n Triulzi (Argentina )5/18 
14,0%n Demedicis(USA)6/16 
14,1* Barnard (USA)4/7 

14.12 Walker(USA)5/12 

14.2 n Kocourek(Argentina)3/3 
14.2 n Anderson(Cube )3/3 

14.3 n Halderman(USA)3/3 

14.3  Bulanchik(USSR) 

14.3  Thomas(USA)8/19 

14,3* Hildreth(USA)4/20 
14.3*n Kreitz(USA)5/19 

14,3*n Ashbaugh(USA)6/16 

14.4 Stevens(USA)6/22 

14.4 Simmons(USA) 

14.4* Weinberg (Australia)3/3 
14.4* Gardner(Australie)3/12 
14.4* Shultz(USA)5/26 

with wind: 

14.0 Gardner(Australia)3/10 
14.0*n Barnard(USA)5/12 
14,1%n Weinberg(Australia)3/10 
14,4* Leming(USA)4/14 

400 mtrs.hdls. (* mark less 0.3) 
51.4 Moore(USA)6/23 

51.7 Lituyev(USSR)8/31 

51.8 n DeVinney(USA )6/23 

52.0 n Lunyev(USSR)8/31 

52.5* Hollend(New Zealand )3/3 
52.6  Larseson(Sweden)8/10 
52.6 Filiput(Italy)9/2 

52.9  Taylor(USA)7/8& 

53.0 Halderman(USA)6/8 

53.1 Yulin(USSR)9/24 

53.2 n Sallen(Germany )9/2 
53.3* Goodecre(Australia)2/10 
53.3 Ylin(USSR)6/23 

Ob a pohieait “tee ved ples 


53.3 n Johnson(Sweden)8/19 
High J 

93/4 Holding(USA)3/17 
6'98 Davie (USA )4/7 


6'9* Hall(UBA)6/16 

6'9* Betton(USA)6/19 
6'7"7/8 W.Miller(USA 7/3 
6'7"3/4 Severns(USA)4/7 
ery" Jones (USA )3/31 

6'7" Neff(USA /21 

6°7* Meisener(USA)4/28 
6'7" Pratley(U8A)5/5 
6'7" Dyer (U8A)5/5 

Sy Wyatt (USA )6/23 
6'6"3/4 Damitio(France )4/28 
6'6"3/4 Svensson(Sweden )6/20 
6'6"3/4 Lijungqvist(Sweden)9/25 
6'6"5/8 Roberts(UBA)5/19 
Pole Vault 

15'1"3/h Lez(USA)4/21 

15' "1/2 Richards(USA)5/11 


15' "1/8 Cooper(USA ¢ 
14'6" Jensen( USA )6/8 
1444* = Bmith(usa)4/21 
1414" Deni senko(USSR)9/5 
14138 Coleman(USA)3/3 


14'2"7/8 Poucher(USA)5/19 
14'2"1/8 Bryngeireson( Iceland )7/3 


14'1"3/4 = Shivers(USA)4/28 
14'1"1/4 Lundberg(@weden)6/12 
1411" Mattos (USA)4/21 
14'1" Sillon(France )7/14 
141 "1/8 Brazhnik(USSR)6/29 
14! Kring(USA)3/2 

14! Simpson(USA)3/31 
14! Appel (USA)4/14 

14! Rowan(UBA 4/30 

14! Dickey (U8A)5/19 
14! Carroll (USA)5/25 
14! Morcom(UBA )6/2 


Broad J 
26"1" Brown(USA)7/17 
25'9"3/4 Gourdine(USA)5/25 
aa Stanfield (USA )5/25 
'9® Meeks (USA )5/4 
24'8"1/2 Heirsten(USA) 
24°7"3/4 Soble(USA)5/12 
Sin Visser (Holland )9/9 
5°1/2 Hasenjager(So.Africa 
anigni/4 jager( )3/ 


Brnad (Y 1 8/26 
ahthey 2 rere ie, avia)8/: 


USA )5/4 
2414" /2 ratte of 

aatas Carty(UBA)5/25 
24'393/4 Van Sant(USA)4/7 
24'3"1/4 Blumenfeld(USA)4/28 





PNET Thompeon(Jamaica)5/5 
24138 Adamezyk(Poland )9/9 


Hop, Step, and J 
S316" /6 A.da icsaene 


52'2" H.de Silva(Brazil 
50'9"1/2 Hasegawa(Jepan) 
50'3"1/8 Imuro(Japan)7/16 
2, Hiltunen(Finland )6/4 

9'11"5/8 Shcherbakov(USSR)7/ 
49'7"5/8 Uusihauta(Finlend )7/15 
49'6"1/8 Nishimura(Japen)7/16 
49'5"3/4 Nakeyema(Jepan) 
49'5"1/4 Fujihashi(Jepan) 
49'2"1/2 Cox(Australia)3/10 
4912"1/2 Aso(Japan 
Shot Fut 
57'°9"1/4 Fuche(USA)6/1 
56'1"1/2 Chandler (USA)5/12 
55'9%1/4 0'Brien(USA)6/23 

'8"1/2 Lipp(USSR)9/8 
55'6"3/4 Mayer(USA)1/13 
54'1081/4 Grigalka(USSR)9/27 
54'9"1/8 Huseby(Iceland )6/28 
54'7"1/2 Hooper(USA)5/12 
158 Savidge(Gt. Britain )6/2 

54'1"1/2 Anderson(USA)4/27 
53'2"3/8 Carey(USA)6/15 
53'1"3/4 Skoble(0SR)9/6 
52'9"1/2 Swope(USA)5/5 
52'9"1/2 Fyodorov(USSR)8/8 
52'8"1/4 Kelina(C3R)9/30 
52'8" Davis(USA)4/30 
Lampert (USA )6/16 
Discus Throw 
177'9"1/2 Consolini(Italy )8/2 
175'9"1/2 Tosi(Italy)7/4 
175'6"1/2 sha bem fo 
173'9"3/8 Frank(USA)7/26 
173'4* = Mathias (USA)6/19 
169'1"1/2 Klice(Hungary)7/14 
167'5"3/4 meee we fade 
167'2"1/4 Nyqviet(Finland )9/16 
166'483 7/4 oars 7 
165'9°3/4 Fuchs(USA)6/1 
165'3"3/4 Lewis(USA)6/8 
164'2"1/8 Hipp(Germany )8/25 
164! Wileon(USA)4/21 
163'5"3/4 Maiesant(France )5/15 
162'8"1/4 se pa ioe 5/12 
162! Taylor (USA )4/7 
161'11° Olancy(Eire )4/27 
161'11" Huseby (Iceland )7/9 
Hammer Throw 

193'2"1/2  Storch(Germany )8/10 
193' "7/8 Wolf(Germany)7/15 
192'11* Zer jal (Yugoslavia)l0/7 
192'7*" Strandli (Norway )9/15 
190'6"5/8 Nemeth(Hungary )9/23 
1841 2"3/4 Pel ton(UBA 6/25 
182'8"1/4 Dreyer(USA)6/23 
182'6"1/2 Dedak(CSR)9/22 
182'5"3/8 Bonyhadi (Hungary )8/25 
182'5* rarer hal 
182'4"5/8 Teddia(Itely)9/1 
162'2"1/4 Gubijan(Yugoslavie) 
Javelin Throw 
249'8"1/2. Held(USA)8/1 

24911" Nikkinen(Finland )9/9 
246'10"5/8 Berglund (Sweden )8/26 


241'11" = Young(USA)5/19 
240'7"3/8 Hyytidinen(Finlend)7/15 
237'10" Miller(USA)5/19 


235'10°3/4 Y.Shcherbakov(USSR )9/30 
235'7°1/2 Moke(D:P.Esthonia)8/1 
232'1"1/2 Seymour(USA)4/28 
230'6"7/8 Teibulenko(USSR)5/27 
230'2"5/8 Will (Germany )6/8 
228'8"1/2 Missfeldt(USA)6/19 
226'1"3/4 Sick(Germany)7/28 

227' Roylance(USA )4/28 
225'10"3/8 Allison(USA)4/14 
225'5"7/8 Kuznetsov(USSR)9/16 


Decathlon 

78 Richarde(USA)7/3—4 
7476 Heinrich(France ea 
7453 Clausen(Iceland )7/29-30 
7361  8immons(USA)7/3-4 

7178 Scrugge(USA)7/3-4 


7174 = Miller(U8A)7/3-4 
7110 Tannander(Sweden)8/2-3 
7106 Volkov(USSR)8/10-11 
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1 ie . 
, H gh S h 1 M k 14.4 Wadlington,Mansfield,0. iy 
1 cnoo arks 14.4 Smith, Cleveland Cent. TRACK TALK 
10 (Final high school list os poward, Uetroit BW 
! best perrerenntes of 1951, 14.5 Campbeli Plainfield,NJ Poo niretime ag 
compiled by Gorden Inglis’ 14.5 Pryor, Cleveland Adams Which track fan has witnessed the best marks in all 
ahah Ghvvwsthens on castle 14.5 Graham, Houston Lamar events? Counting only what I have actually seen, my best 

Mm Gait foent xs by D 5 .| 14.5 Brinker, Fresno, Calif list appears below. I'd like to hear from those of you who 

a ° a marks by Dick Bank) 14.5 Robinson Selma, Calif. have seen more good performances than I have. 

/ 00- 180 rd low hurdles- ° +4 100- 9.3 400m H- 51.1 

/ 5 9.7 Childress, Odessa, Texas “Tore Foster hase Towa 220- 20.4 HJ- 6'10 7/8" 

? 9.7 Ounning,Glendale(C)Hoov. | 19.92 Hogan *Glendale(C)Hoo 440- 46.0 PV- 15'1 1/8" 
9.7 Gerlich, Hoolywood, Cal. | 19,3n milani,Centerville,Ia, | 880- =—-:1:50.1 Bee 96°30 3/4" 
9.7n King, Delano, Calif. 19.3 Morris, Medford, Ore. a foe a. 58° Sa° 
9.8 Bruck, Newark Weequahic 19.4 Windhorn, No. Phoenix Q-mile- 9:01.9 Discus- 179' 1/8" 
9.8 Horne, Cincinnati Vocat. | 19,4 Smith, Cleveland Cent. HIl- 13.6 Javelin- 241'11" 

9.8 Clinkscale, Ft.Worth AH 19.5 Campbell, Plainfield. NJ LH- 22.7 Hamme r~- 187'3 3/4" 
9.8 Lee, Alamogordo, NeM. 19.5 Pruitt, Baton Rouge Is. OLYMPIC PREVIEW- THE SPRINTS: Andy Stanfield is 
9.8 Dennis, LA Jefferson 19.5 Clarke, Glendale, Cal. the key to the Olympic sprints. If his legs can stand the 
9.8 Taylor, LA Jefferson 19.5 Walker, LA Cathedral strain of final tryouts and Olympic heats, he can win both 
9.8 Gordon, LA Jordan with wind: sprints, but he has broken down in 1950 and 1951, and I'm 
9.8 Randolph, LA Jordan 19.3 Loy, Alhamb Cc afraid he'll do the same next season. With Stanfield out, 
9.8n Veto, Los Angeles HS ve ey SHOES 
be bi ae s Angeles 200 yard low hurdles- = a. ge = _ a podem mene be oo aaa 
: 570 ier Eee r T » an m Ford. e four man or the relay 

te 9.6 Murchison, Chicago Phil. 22.4 Salmon, Gaewas Christ’ could be Work, Caffey, Smith, Baker, Bailey, or some unknown 

/ 9.6 Brooks, Dallas Wash. 22.5 Williems,Ft.Worth A.H. surprise. The foreign opposition will come mainly from E. 
9.7 Clinkscale, Ft.Worth AH 22.5 Hartu H R McDonald-Bailey and Raphael Fortun. Bill de Gruchy of Aus- 
9:7 Tu rtung, Houston Reagan 

® rner, Alameda, Calif. with wind: tralia has a chance to be a finalist, with European Champion 
20- 21.7 Turner, Brady, Texas Ettienne Bally also a possibility. For the finals I'll pre- 
Cao Barber, Memphis Messick | 91.8 Williams, Ft.Worth A.He dict: (1) Golliday (2) (Stanfield) Bailey (3) Bragg (4) Ford 
SicS Cuming, Sreniereto) B- | 22:5 Hered, Bromaville,ten. | out tenting, sith rest iriteln and then Gereary alt aueed 
° e = ’ + q 
21.2 Dennis, LA Jefferson teh ‘Allard. Fresno HS of the others. The remaining finalists could be: (4) USSR, 
21.3 Pollard,Coatesville,Pa. | 616 1/8 Staciate. ta Gea (5) Italy, and (6) France, although Iceland, Sweden,-Canada, 
21.5n Brownsberger,LaVerne,C. | 616" Anderson, Windsor, Col. aS ee are ened = pp 200 meter team is diffi- 
2124 pocket es gee Tex. | 615 3/8 Hamilton, LA Jordan Mca Bec enc taggne FO Me py erate gl gg ag he pe none are 
21.4 ng, Delano, Calif. 6'5 1/8 Shelton, LA Wash. a par ce és Page ragg, Ford, - olliday, although 
21.4 Randolph, LA Jordan 6'5 1/8 Gelvin,L.Beach(C)Poly pellet r as aes are a — 220. harles Thomas, Joe 
21.5 Moore, Freeport, Tex. 6t5" Daligney ,Lomita(C)Nan = aaron = pode 9 en eye —— rere of making 
21.5 Robinson,No.Tarrytown,NW | 6144" Smith, LA Jefferson eth gn opposition is stronger in this event, 
21.5 Nash, Wheaton, Minn. 6'42" Jeter, LA Roosevelt with Jamaica's George Rhoden and Herb McKenley probably join 
BS Geanes, Peodonte, ae | St4) — Pasreesad, 16 setts. 1550, aoe as Pronce Scate, and Buropsan Chaspion Arlen, ahen= 
5 a. enerenan: = eens 614" Robinson, LA Jeff. ton might edge a Aanede otek of the Steen i ae 
io " 4 v Se . 
Il Mashburn, Okla.City CH 614 Campbell,PlainfieldN/(1) (Stanfield) Bailey (2) Rhoden (3) Golliday (4) Bragg 
48.66 McAlester, Oklahoma 6'3 7/8 Bonham, Pomona, Cal. |(5) Ford (6) McKenley. 
48.8 Hatcher, Detroit Cent. 6'S 7/8 Mitchell,E.St.Lou,I11 DEPARTMENT OF MEANINGLESS RECORDS: Reader Robert 
49.3 Ferraro, NY DeLaSalle Pole vault- Gilmore (champion of our prognosticators) would like to see 

} 49.5 Clark, Oelwein, Iowa oa McKown,LaGrange,Ill/a list of the best individual marks made in decathlon meets. 
49.7 orth Long Beach(C) Jor. the - atchehes eg ays ans Sorcerer sexnec I eg + may have bettered 
49.8n Kirchman, Anaheim, Cal. , oF Ke Ve s two marks an on't guarantee the 100 and 400 marks. 
49.9 Carter, Burbank(C) Bur. 133. Chambers, Phoenix U} 100m- 10.6, Albans ('50) HH- 14,1, Albans ('50) 
50.0 Garrett, Whittier, Cal. | 15'¢" * Foster,Champaign,Il} By- 251114", Clark (136) Dis- 157'8}", Lipp ('43) 
50.0 Moore, LA Jefferson 13! Hollmer,Grass Val,C} sp- 52172", Lipp ('48) PV- 14'8 3/4,Richards 
50.0 Leath, Cleveland Adams | 15! Carter,Fair Oaks,C.| Hg- 6'7 7/8", Miller ('51) Jave 226'10,Miller ('51) 
50.0 Marceili, Fresno Cent. | 121104" Stalnaker,Mariettep|  4oom- 48.5, Norton ('50) 1500m- 4:04.4, Wilson('51) 

7 880_ . 12'10 Morris ,Burbank(C)B. PHYSIOLOGY LESSON FOR TODAY: The body's mechanism 

“1:57.8 Merkins,Phil.W.Cath. 1219) Foster,Sebastopol,C|for producing energy 1s of vital importange to runners. 
1:58,0 Klotz, Pelham, NY 1e"9 Rhodes, LA ore, This needed energy is carbohydrate fuel, stored as glycogen 
1:58.3 Lowthert, Pottsville,P oa Sapp mang, Mig eit te ~ in the muscles and liver. When running, the glycogen in the 
1:58.3e¢, Phillips,L.I.Law. (NY) Beehd deen 7s rwe a 7 ee and the liver must replenish the supply 

a ough the blood stream. Ordinarily, the liver contains a 

5 ey hea romney gg a & uaa tek teat reserve of two to three thousand calories, enough fuel for 
1:59.00 Briggs, Pittsburg,C. | 2315 .3/8 Hicks, Bisbee, Ariz.|oov hort fail” be a full ond proper diet, on if tt (oem. 
1:59.lu Charles,El Cerrito,C. 23134" Garrison, Compton,C. tied by use of re reserve en me ntti yet oo e th foe 
1:59.2 Weber, Long Is.Mepham | 03'54" Andrews, LA Jordan apt to tire sooner, Keep up on a eaieedn aecanmenes — 
Hh ty en ere M. | 2311 7/8 Williams,Chester,Pa.| por the average man of 150 paants just being alive vehuared 

> 
eg + ga armel,Cal. | 23! ,» omith, K.C.(Kan)¥y. | 1700 calories per day, and an average day's work requires 
pees aenen pit ty oei it n =Lresber, ges rte 800 more. A 100 yard dash requires only 30 calories, but a 
° ' 22'11 " Cunningham, LA PolY | marathon uses up something like 2500. Therefore, if you eat 
fs — Suess ,Hunington B,C. eeu " teed Bg me rte only, say, 1000 calories in one day, your liver must supply 
C 22") itten, LA Panning /the remainder. Or, if you run hard one day, your liver will 

30 222.5 Lambert, Muncie, Ind. 22'9 3/4 Robinson,N.Tarrytn,NY| be short during the next day. That shortage must be replen- 

‘ ) tnegg # tan he tt ong a ‘ Shupe, a a ished before a maximum effort can be made. Another sapaete 
4198.6 ated tescnnte’ chee 2 Johnson, San Diego,C! ant point to remember is that the liver sometimes fails to 
4:25.7n Adeen Salem j Boag Shot he secrete its reserve supply as freely as a runner needs it. 
4:26.3 Fekete Sentien NJ,Reg. 59° Patterson, Taft,Cal. That is why many long distance runners eat or drink during a 
4:26.3 Cage Oakland(¢)MeCly. 58'4 7/8 Wetter,Grossmont, Cal] "ace. They do not receive energy from that food, but it 
4127.0 Eshbaugh Feedeeta. ti: 57193" Powell, San Diego stimulates the liver. Dr. C.R. Woodard of England says, 
4:28,8 Zipper eI. (NY)Sew. 57'1 3/4 Grier, Roselle, NJ Dates quite definitely contain something which can maintain 
4:29.20 Abington Chatham, WJ 56193" Blockson,Norristn,Pa| 4 prolonged state of liver stimulation in a lot of people". 
4:29.83 Sbarra Ww Bishop Lou. 56114" Patton,N.Hollywd,Cal So, perhaps, runners should have a date before the race in- 
4129.3 Murphy Danvers abe. 55'7 Knight, So.Gate, Cal| stead of waiting until the night after. 

4:29.4 Arnold Battle breek 55'4" Bergmann, Chicago Aus} 163'1 3/4 Samelson Brady,T. 157! " Gross, Abilene,Tex 
4:29.5 Philpott.Montcleir,wg | 55'2 "  Sosnovsky, LA Roos. | 163! Sorrano, Fresno,C.| 156193" Langer. Ashland.0 
q 4 fs la ’ " 54'84" Crawford, Pasadena Mj 162'6" Helgeson,St.CloudM|Javelin- nh i ‘nated 

Ry mercies Glendale(C)Hoov. | 54! " Reich,Milwaukee Mar.| 160'8" Jackson,Amarillo,T Sister Mills, Meford, Ore 

14.3 Pruitt,Baton Rouge Is. 54'6 Hall, Cleveland E.T./ 159'8" Burris, Canyon,Tex| 194'10" Seordo Kane, Pa. ; 

14.3 Morgan, Casa Grande, Ar. |_54' "Hood, Davenport, Ia.| 159'%" Towns, Chester, Pa| 194'14" Grier, Roselle, NJ 
14.3 Stevens, Chicago Phil. iscus- 158'108" Mears,Cape May, NJ) 195'1 5/sGarcia Alamogordo Nw 
14.4 Hartung, Houston Reag. 8/10 Patterson,Taft,Cal) 15617" Hortman,Dayton Ki.| 191'4" Plowers,KC,Kan. Wyan, 
cs deude’ tmatesa, OF 167'4$"  Parsons,Bugene,Ore| 158'2" © Kelly,Atchison,Kan| 186'4" Gorski, frie,Pa.,Tech 

oS: oes Server ee aece 164'114"”  Coakley,Piedmont,C! 15719" Marley aa" Cyt andy 8 keto 
y, ’ rley,No.Phoenix | 183'8}" Chamberlain, Chapm, K 


14.4 


Knowles, W. Palm Beach 











Page 6--October, 1951 








Wizards of the Middle Distances 
By Re Le Quercetani 
x. 


In the Berlin Olympics the 800m prelims were on Aug. 2. 
At the last moment .c Ny of Sweden decided to pass up 
the event to concentrate on the 1,500 meters. 

Phil Edwards and Charles Hornbostel did 1:53.7 in heat 
I for the fastest clocking of the preliminary round. In 
the same heat Harbig of Germany dropped back with 180 meters 
to go and finished merely ae an "also ran". All other favor- 
ites came through as expected. 

The semi-finals on Aug. 3 produced some good peusprasanee 
as well as a number of upsets. Woodruff won the first semi- 
final as he pleased in 1:52.7, after passing the $00m post 
in a sensational 52 flat. Kucharski (1:54.7) and Anderson 
(1354.8) were the other qualifiers. The European champ, Mi- 
klés Szabé of Hungary, could do no better than fourth and 
was therefore eliminated, as were Dessecker, Germany's 1:52 
man, Boot and Handley. 

Practically no fight in the second semi-final, the quali- 
fiers being Williamson (1:53.1) Backhouse and Edwards (both 
1:53.2). The British champ, John Powell, was a distant 4th 
in 1:54.8. 

Hornbostel completed the American swee by taking the 
third semi-final 1:53.2 from Lanzi (1:54.1) and McCabe 
of Britain (1:55.4). 

At the conclusion of the qualify rounds it was obvious 
that John Woodruff was "the class" and could be beaten only 
in a slow tactical race, if any. 

The final was on Aug. 4. Besides the 3 U.S. representa- 
tives, there were the following other nations each with 1 
man -- Australia, Canada, Argentina, Poland, Britain and 
Italy. Here is an account of the race, as seen by the film 
‘ camera. Oldtimer Edwards went into the lead from the gun -- 
as had always been his custom. Lanzi, then a mediocre 
tactician, soon got himself into a "box". Hornbostel and 
more particularly Williamson (both rather tired after their 
"gallopades" of the day before) were never fully in conten- 
tion. After 200m Kucharski passed Edwards, but the Canadian 
again drew up on him and found himself in the lead at 250m. 
The pace was a very slow one. Woodruff had been fluctuating 
back and forth in the initial stages, but his giant strides 
eventually brought him to the fore nesr the end of the first 
lap, which was covered in 57 secondse Edwards was then se- 


POTTSHOTS 


Up until thie year a list of the twenty best pole vault marks of 
all time would have contained only one name. Of course everyone knows 
the name would be that of Cornelius Warmerdam, the greatest pole vaulter 
of all time. Prior to 1951 Corny was the only vaulter ever to clear 15 
feet, a trick which he did no lees than 43 times, 31 times outdoors and 
12 times off the indoor boards. But this season produced three new 
fifteen footers and the list hitherto monopolized by Warmerdam hes two 
new names. Here is the current list of the twenty best outdoor vault 
marke of 411 time. Marks are given in both metric and English wits: 


By D.H.Potte 


(4.77)15'7"3/4 Gornelius Warmerdam Modesto, Cal. May 23,1942 
yea SERA Cornelius Warmerdam Berkeley,Cal. May 2,1942 
4.71)15'5"3/4 Cornelius Warmerdem Compton, Cal. June 6,1941 
(4.68)15'4"1/4 Cornelius Warmerdem Compton, Cal. June 6,1941 
ta eh 15'4" rnelius Warmerdam* Chicago July 2,194% 
4 64)1593" Cornelius Wermerdam Modesto, Cal. May 23,1942 
(4.64)15'3" Cornelius Warmerdem* Sen Francisco July 17,1943 
(4.64)15'2"5/8 Gerneliue Warmerdam Palo Alto,Gal. Apr. 12,1941 
(4.63)15'2"1/2 Gornelius Warmerdem New York June 20,1942 
ne 15'2"1/2 Cornelius Warmerdem* Modesto, Cal. Mey 15,1943 
4.62)15'2" Cornelius Warmerdam Fresno, Cal. May 16,1942 
(4.62)15'2" Cornelius Warmerdam* Ohapel Hill,N.C. Apr. 10,1943 
es a 4 Cornelius Wermerdem Berkeley,Cal. May 29,1943 
4,61)15'1"3/4 Don Laz(Univ.I1linois) Los Angeles Apr. 21,1951 
(4.61 ae Cornelius Warmerdem Memphis May 10,1942 
(4.60)15'1"1/8 Cornelius Warmerdam Fresno, Cal. June 29,1940 
(4.60)15'1"1/8 Cornelius Warmerdem Pocatello,Idaho June 6,1942 
(4.59)15' "3/4 Cornelius Warmerdem Berkeley, Cal. May 2,1942 
ies 15' "1/2 Cornelius Warmerdem* Fresno, Cal. May 22,1943 
4,58)15' "1/2 Bob Richards(Illinois AC) Denver May 11,1951 


On the occasions marked * Warmerdam represented the Del Monte Pre-Flight 
School, on all other occasions he represented the San Francisco Clympic 
Citub. The list gives ample support to Warmerdam's title of the greatest 
vaulter of all time. Richards is generally conceded to be the no.two 
vaulter of all time. But most historians would give thitd position to 
a man not on the list, namely 1936 Olympic champ Earle Meadows. His best 
of 14'11" would be something like 37th if the above list were to be 
enlarged. 

Of course Laz and Richards are both still in competition and hence 
can be expected to contribute more marks to the list. And it is to be 
expected that the Olympic Games shall eee its first fifteen foot pole 


vault in 1952. 





cond and Kucharski third. Backhouse led the rest of the 
field far behind, with Lanzi eighth. The Italian finally 

js ange to come up. At 500m he had jumped into fifth and at 

6 he was fourth. By that time, Edwards had gone into the 
lead once again, with Woodruff trailing and Kucharski a 
somewhat distant third. Around the last turn Woodruff really 
poured on all he had and finally passed Edwards, obviously 
in distress. The starting line had been moved back several 


DENI WINS AAU 30,000m WALK 

Elizabeth, NJ, Oct 14— 
John Deni, a 50-year-old 
grandfather, won the AAU 30 
kilometer walk in record time 
of 2:32:15, finishing only ten 
seconds ahead of his 19-year- 
old protege. Jim Sidun. 


PENN STATE BEATS MICHIGAN STATE 
State College, Pa., Oct 20— 
Led by Bill Ashenfelter, who won 
in 24:49.7, Penn State's NCAA 
and IC4A cross country champions 
defeated Michigan State by a 
score of 19 to 41. 








yards, so the homestretch to the tape was a rather short 
one. tanzi came up with a devastat drive in the final 
stage. Gathering speed almost incredibly, he flashed past 
Kucharski and Edwards. But Woodruff was not to be taken -- 
aggre Sg he did Lanzi was still 2 yards behind at the end. 
The times for the place-winners were as follows -- Woodruff 
1:52.9 (hence 2/l0ths slower than his time in the semi-final) 
Lanzi 1:53.3, Edwards 1:53.6, Kucharski 1:53.8, Hornbostel 
1:54.6 and Williamson 1:55.8. 

Woodruff was obviously the only man in the field capable 
of "under-1:50" times. In this connection I am willing to 
say that it would have been sad to see him beaten by one of 
his opponents. Yet - as things were - he COULD have been 
beaten, if Lanzi had not been too far behind at the ie = 
ning of the second lap. Old Edwards lost the race in the 
last 100 meters -- a very fine tribute to this stubborn 
veteran. Kucharski did well in beating America's minor 


strings. 

Post-Olympic races by far excelled the Berlin final as 

ie grey perfcrmances. On Aug. 10 at Dresden Woodruff again 
to go "all out" to beat Kucharski -- times 1:52.5 and 

1:52.6. Harbig of Germany was third in 1:54.4. On Aug. 13 

at Malmo Mario Lanzi set a new Italian record of 1:50.6, 

defeating Eric Ny (1:50.8). 

Then on Aug. 20 at Stockholm came the "race of the year". 
The Olympic runner-up, Lanzi of Italy slong with Ny, Pow 
ell and Harbig, met America's no.l miler - Glenn Cunningham - 
at 800m. This clash obviously aroused the greatest interest. 

Lanzi scon moved into the lead, but Ny, Powell and the 
American i ig pei | found the fast peace to their liking. At 
the 400m post Lanzi was clvcked in 53.4. Powell, obviously 
in his "Day of Days", put up a tremendous burst of speed in 


the last 200m. He passed Lanzi, but then, coming from behind, 


another man - namely Cunningham - began to close in with 
a mad spurt. The Kansan sped down the homestretch end soon 
built up a substantial lead. It was getting dark when the 
enthusiastic Swedish crowd saw him break the tape in a new 
world record time of 1:49.7- (One should however remember 


that Eastman's 1:49.8 was posted at 880y and therefore re- 
mained comparatively better than the new world mark). John 
Powell of Britain was second in 1:50.8, Lanzi a somewhat 
disappointing third in 1:51.4, Ny fourth in 1:52.8, Wenn- 
berg fifth in 1:53.4 and Harbig sixth in 1:55.3. (dne point 
I want to get on the record -- may I invite my German 
friends to kindly note that this, and not the one at Paris 
in ities was actually the FIRST duel between Harbig and 
Lanzi). The strongly-built Kansan thus won the year's fast- 
est 800m. On the same day at Oslo John Woodruff won a 400m 
race in 46.8. He wound up his European tour with an easy 
1:50.2 at Paris (Colombes) on Aug. 23 in the triangular 
meet USA-France-Japan. The rapidly-declin Hornbostel 
was second in the latter race at 1:53.4- Still on Aug. 23, 
at Karlstad, Sweden, Germany's Harbig finally "broke 
through" with a good 1:52.2, beating Ny (1:52.3) and Pow 
ell (1:54.6). 

The last big race of the year was at Warsaw, Poland, 
on October 10. Kazimierz Kucharski vanquished the incont- 
sistent Eric Ny of Sweden, clocking 1:51.7. Ny was a badly 
beaten second at 1:53.8. 


The Olympic year thus produced no less than 15 "under- 
1:52" performers -- 11 Americans (only one of these I have 
neglected to mention was Paul Bridges of Emporia Tchrs. at 
1:51.8) and 4 Europeans. 

John Woodruff was indeed a major sensation, if one con- 
siders that only 1 peed before hardly a track fan outside 
the State of Pennsylvania had ever heard about him. His 
natural talent and above all his basic speed were so out- 
standing that even Cunningham -- at least in my opinion -- 
would have had nothing to say against Long John in a 
direct clash. 

Lanzi was undoubtedly the best European, even though it 
was apparent that Douglas Lowe's classical principles on 





tactical skill were completely alien to his way of think- 
ing (assuming that he had poe 
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Great Javelin Throwers of Our Jimes 
(by Bjérn-Johan Weckman) 
. 


The names of Matti Jarvinen and Yrjé Nikkanen are well 
known by present-day track fans, yet I suspect that many of 
them often fail to realize how overwhelmingly’ superior to 
all other javelin throwers those two men have actually been. 

As everybody knows, Nikkanen still holds the world's re= 
cord at 258'2"3/8, while Jarvinen's best - 253'4"1/2 - still 
ranks a good second in the All-Time list. Next comes another 
Finn, Erkki Autonen (250'6"1/4), followed by "Bud" Held (US) 
249'8"1/2, Gustav Sule (Esthonia) 249'1"1/2 and Soini Nikki- 
nen (Finland) 249'1". These bare figures are inadequate to 
fully illustrate the prominent réle played by Jarvinen and 
Nikkanen in the history of this event. 

In this and other subsequent articles I shall review the 
records of top-ranking javelin throwers, giving at the same 
time some biographical hints on their careers. 

©ooo°0 


The first man to hit 240' and later 250' - Matti Jarvinen 
of Finland - was born on February 18, 1909 as the youngest 
son.of Werner Jarvinen, Olympic discus (old style) champ in 
1906. As a result, Matti and his brothers Akilles and Kalle 
were offered a unique opportunity to inherit a truly great: 
love for track and field. Father imparted to his sons the 
then prevailing principles on running, jumping and throwing. 
The boys soon began to show a great all-around capacity. At 
17, Matti already suffered from the so-called "javelin el- 
bow" (a painful condition of the elbow which can be caused 
by a sudden sharp jerk of the arm in throwing or the use of 
a javelin lighter or heavier than that normally used) and 
was thus obliged to rest for 3 years. In the meantime his 
brothers became world famous, Akilles as a decathlon man 
and Kaile as a shot putter. The condition of Matti's elbow 
was again satisfactory in 1929 (even though it was to remain 
slightly bent for the rest of his career! so he finally 
made his competitive debut. The 6'1"1/4, 167-pound spear 


Dave Albritton 

by Paul "Flivver" Ford 

Dave Albritton of Shio St. 
won the National AAU high jump 
title in 1937 with a leap of 
6'8 5/8" for a meet record. 
Fourteen yea”s later, in 1950, 
he recapturrd the same title. 

Albritton's high jump feats 
are too numerous to list, but 
he tied for first in the NCAA 
in 1936 and 1938 and won the 
title in 1937. His height of 
6'8 3/4" in 1938 constituted a 
new NCAA record. 

In Western Conference comp- 
etition, Albritton tied for 
first in 1936, placed second 
to Mel Walker in 1937, and set 
a meet record of 6'73" in 1938 

Albritton tied the great 
Corney Johnson for first place 
in the final Olympic Tryouts 
of 1936 with a leap of 6'9 3/4 
a new world's record which 
stood until Les Steers broke 
it in 1941. 

In Olympic competition, Al- 
britton placed second to Cor- 
ney Johnson's Olympic record 
performance in 1936 at Berlin. 
Albritton's jump of 6'6 3/4" 
also surpassed the old record. 

For longevity in one event 
Albritton ranks as one of the 
top competitors of all time. 
His many tours of Europe fea- 
tured numerous high jump vic- 


METROPOLITAN AAU 20,000m RUN 
New York City, Oct 14— 

1, Dyrgall (1:13:19); 2, Welsh 

(1:15:53); 3, Corbett (1:19:08 

4, Romagnoli (1:21:39); 5, 

Koru (1:21:50). 

CROSS COUNTRY SEASON OPENS 

Below are the fastest times 

recorded over Van Cortland 

Park's 5-mile cross country 

course by winners of the Ccto- 

ber 13th races: 

26:53- Johnny Johnson, St.J's 
(vs Fordham) 

27:09.8- Gordon McKenzie, YYU 
(vs Rutgers) 

27:35.5=- Kuzma, Mahanna, Lut- 
erancik, Delligatti, & 
Sommer of Pitt (vs Yale 
Dartmouth & Columbia) 

28:48.5- Rochford & Lynch of 
Hofstra (vs CCNY) 








tories, and he often ran re- 
lay laps. 

The following list contains 
Albritton's performances in 
the AAU meet: 


1937- 6'8 5/8" First 

1938- 6!7" Second 
1939- 6'7" Tie for 3d 
1940- 6'42" Fourth 
1941 to '43- Armed services 
1944- 616" Tie for 3d 
1945- 6'5 3/4" Tie for lst 
1946- 6'6 7/8" First 

1947- 6'6" First 


1948- Failed to place. 
1949- 614 7/8" Tie for 3d 
1950- 6153" Tie for lst 
1951- 6'2 Tie for 15th 








genius began with a mark of 193'8". Later in the same year 
he was a sensational first in the Finnish javelin champion 
ship at 217'1"1/2 and subdsequently improved to 219' in the 
dual meet France vs. Finland. Thanks to his physical stren- 
gth and preparation Matti could reach as a beginner dis- 
tances which other throwers are able to approach only after 
years of training and competition. Already in 1930 Matti 
was ready for his first world recordi This happened at the 
famous Stockholm Stadium, which only two years before had 
been the séene of the first 70-mtrs. throw in history, 
namely by Erik "Bainter" Lundqvist of Sweden, who then got 
one orf to 232'11"5/8. Before Swedish eyes Matti improved 
to 237'5"5/8. The Swedes promptly predicted that Matti 
would be "somebody" in the history of the event. Later in 
the same year at Viipuri the young Finn did 239'3"1/4. In 
the summer of 1931 Matti was again tormented with "javelin 
elbow" and also had difficulties with the Finnish Federa- 
tion. His race toward the magic 80 mtrs- was resumed in 1932 
when Matti did 242'10"1/8. In the Los Angeles Olympics he 
first displayed his good "nerves" by coming through - de- 
spite the burden of an "odds-on" favorite - with a new Olyn- 
pic record of 238'7". The following year - 1933 - he impro- 
ved on his world record on three occasions, finally showing 
249'8". In 1934 he went to Turin, Italy to compete in the 
first European Championships. To the great surprise of Ita- 
lian onlookers (hardly familiar with 200' throws) he did 
about 258' (!) in the first throw of the final rounds. Un- 
fortunately that throw was ruled a foul. But Jarvinen event- 
ually "came back" with an excellent second throw -- 251'6" 
1/8, @ new world mark! In 1935 Matti had several throws in 
the 240' range, yet he had to wait till the following year 
to again break his world record. This eighth and last re- 
cord throw occurred at the Elaintarha (Zoological Garden) 
Grounds, Helsinki on June 18, 1936. With impressive strength 
and inspiration Matti propelled the 800 grams spear, which 
whistled through the air and landed exactly 253'4"1/2 from 
the scratch line. After this phenomenal achievement the 
Finns thought that there would certainly be another "home" 
win in the javelin final at the Berlin Olympics.But man pro~ 
poses and .... Matti sustained a back injury which caused 
his marks to fall considerably. He lost his good bog 
tried too hard in a desperate attempt to regain record form. 
The sad conclusion was that the creator of the modern jav- 
elin style just happened to lose control of his movements. 
In Berlin's capacity Stadium, before the eyes of Adolf Hit- 
ler, the javelin title went to a young German, Gerhard 
Stéck, while Jarvinen placed a poor fifth. A mournful event 
for Pinlana! 

Finland was lucky enough to gain a silver medal though - 
namely with Yrj6 Nikkanen, who did 232'2"1/4 (Stéck's win- 
ning throw measured 235'8"3/8). Who was this Nikkanen? Like 


born on Dece 31, 1914. His debut occurred in 1933, when he 
did 189'6"3/4. In 1934 he improved to 217'11"3/4 and in 
1935 to 233'11"1/8. In the Olympic year he had beaten Jar- 
vinen in the Finnish Final Tryouts at 236'8"1/2. In the 
Olympic competition the roaring crowd could make no impres- 
sion on him, this despite the fact that he had previously 
sustained a back injury in "rehearsing" for the benefit of 
photographers! Nikkanen later won his first Finnish champ- 
ionship title and wound up with an excellent 242'3"7/8 at 
Colombes, Paris. The following year he surprised by suceess 
fully defending his championship title with a mark of 245' 
4"1/8 against Jarvinen's 239'6"3/8. Apart from that, Jar- 
vinen still was the "class" and hit 250'10"5/8 in the dual 
meet Finland vs. England. In the fall of 1937 Sweden's Len- 
nart Atterwall came up with sensational marks - 246'4"5/8 
(with an aiding wind) at Budapest and 245'3"3/4 a week 
later at Stockholm. For one moment it looked as if Atterwall 
would be a most dangerous rival for the Finnish duo, yet he 
never reproduced his 1937 form. 1938 was to be the YEAR in 
javelin history. Nikkanen opened fire with a good 247'8" 
3/8 at Porvoo in May. Only in August Jarvinen was able to 


beat that with a 250'11" throw. This was at Turku and Nikka 
nen was second at 245'3"3/4, Atterwall third at 241'10"3/4! 
Then, a couple of weeks later came Nikkanen's turn. At Kar 
hula on Aug. 25 Matti witnessed the birth of a new world re- 
cord - this time by another genius though. His younger 
colleague Nikkanen got one off to 255'5"3/4, while Jarvinen 
could do no better than 240'3". After 8 years of Jarvinen- 
domination the javelin record had found a new owner! Then 
came the second European Championships, at Colombes, Paris. 
"Old" Jarvinen turned the tables on Nikkanen and won at 
252'2"3/8 with his best-ever series, while Nikkanen was se- 
cond at 246'0"3/4, Jézsef Vd4rezegi of Hungary third at 
238'9"3/8, Gustav Sule of Esthonia (who had been credited 
with a sensational 249'1"1/2 throw earlier in the season) 
fourth at 231'3"5/8 and Fredrik Issak of Esthonia fifth 

at 230'5". A remarkable standard! Back home, Matti repeat- 
edly attempted to recapture his world record. He did 250! 
11"3/4 at Turku and 248'9"7/8 at Viipuri, but that was 

all. The track season in Finland usually ends in September, 
yet there was a last, official record attempt at Kotka, on 
Oct. 16. It had been raining for a long time prior to the 
meet, so the javelin runway had to be dried with burning 
gasoline. The weather was fine, but the thermometer showed 
only 6° C. above zero! Nikkanen's first throw was the sensa- 
tion of the year -- it measured no less than 258'2"3/8, 

a distance which still stands as the longest on record, if 
we consider competitive throws only. Nikkanen had no doubt 
tried pretty hard, for he pulled a muscle and could do 
nothing else for the day. Jarvinen was so impressed that 

he was unable to concentrate and none of his throws hit the 





Jarvinen, Nikkanen came to the fore like a comot. He was 


70 mtrs. level. 





Page 8--October, 1951 








The World's Fastest Humans 


XIII : LLOYD LABEACH 
By D.H.Potts 


The time has come to write another chapter on “The World's Fastest 
Humans". My policy when writing thst series was to consider only runners 
who had retired from amateur competition. Since the publication of the 
last chapter(Track and Field News,October 1949) one obvious candidate 
has become eligible for consideration, namely Lioyd LeBeach of Panama. 

I think a review of Lloyd's record will show that he rates consideration 
with the tep ten sprinters which I selected in my earlier articles. 

As utated, LaBeach is a Penamainian citizen, but he was raised on 
Jamaica. He first came to the attention of the track world in 1946 while 
competing as a freshman at the University of Wisconsin. War-time eligi-~ 
bility rules were in force, so Lloyd ran in all the majorccdllege meets. 
His record was good but not outstanding. He won the Big 10 century in 
9.6 and just failed to catch Illini Billy Mathis at the finish in the 
NCAA 100. Martineson of Baylor beat him in the Drake Relays 100 and in 
the Junior AAU 100 mtre. In the 220 Lloyd's nem@sie was his Jamaican 
friend Herb McKenley. He and McKenley always staged a battle to the tape, 
but Herb just seemed to have that little extra that got him there en 
eyelash shead. Herb beat Lloyd in this event in the Big 10, the Central 
Collegiate, and the NCAA meets. LeBeach finally caught up with McKenley 
in a Jamaican meet later in the year defecting him in a 20.9 one turn 
furlong. Lloyd's best time for the year was a 20.8 second place in the 
Big 10 meet. He won the Junior AAU 200 mtrs. in 21.4 and was second to 
Barney Ewell in the Senior event. 

The cold climate of Wisconsin did not suit Lloyd very well, so he 
looked around for a school located in warmer regions. He headed for 
California, catteaded "CLA extension classes end later Loyola University, 
but he never again became eligible for college competition. Fortunately 
there were plenty of open competition meets in California. 

Still 1947 wae a rather quiet year for LeBeach. In the Compton 
Invitational he was ousted from the 100 for false starts and lost the 
220 by 4 yards to old nem&sis McKenley. A week later he tangled with the 
latest edition of Werld's Fastest Human, Mel Patton, and came off even. 
In the 100 mtrs. Mel got one of his best starts. He had five feet at 
60 yds. Between Lloyd's stronger finish and Mel's lack of condition(he 
had just returned from a two week layoff) the margin at the tape was 
only a foot. The time was a good 10.5 considering an adverse wind of 
5.6 mph. In the furlong Lloyd got out of the blocks on top and was never 
headed. He won by three yards in 20.8 to administer the only 280 déefeat 
Patton suffered in hie entire collegiate career. LaBeach did not compete 
in the 1947 AAU meet. 

1948 was LaBeach's greatest year, just as he hoped it would be. For 
he wanted to score an Olympic sprint double. But he made a strategic 
error in his training program. It was exactly the error that Ralph Met- 
calfe made in 1932. Both started their strenuous training too early and 
both reached their peak two months too soon. Lloyd started off with a 
9.4 for 100 yds. in March. His chief rival for Olympic honors, Mel 
Patton, was two months away from that kind of running. —~ 

The first big clash between LaBeach and Patton came in the West 
Coast Relays. This was, of course, the occasion of the memorable race 
in which Mel set the present 800 yard record of 9.3. Patton got tie jum 
at the start and piled up a three foot advantage early in the race. That 
was enough to hold off Lloyd's closing rush by a foot. Later in the pro- 
gram LaBeach tied the world record in the 100 mtrs. by running a 10.2 
race. Due to relay committments Patton wasn't in this one. 

The rematch, at 100 mtrs., occurred a week later in the Colisew 
Relays. But it was a two-way bust. An official's error cut the race to 
99 yde. and an inexcusably poor starting job completely spoiled the race. 
Patton was the only one off wel} and no one else was close at the tape. 
Following this race Patton ran into leg trouble, so he and LaBeach did 
not meet again until the Olympics. 

On June 4 at Compton Lloyd ran the races that would have won him 
the double Olympic crown if he could have duplicated them two ronths 
later He just ran away from the field,which included Barney Ewell. He 
tied world marke in the 100 mtrs.(10.2) and in the 220 yds.(20.3). There 
was no wind in either race. He was also caught at 20.2 for 200 mtrs., a 
new world record, but the AAU doesn't accept intermediate clockings in 
the shorter races. 

The next day he clocked 9.4 and 20.6 in the Pacific AAY meet. In h 
the National AAU meet he was tossed out of the 100 mtrs. for false starts 
but easily won the 200 mtrs. in 21.0. He tied the meet mark of 20.9 
(around « turn) in ea heat. But August and the Olympics found LeBeach 
past his peak and he could only score thirds instead of the firtte he was 
gunning for. 

Barly in 1949 LeBeach joined his side-kick McKenley in a trip to 
Australia. Lloyd won the Australian 100 yds. title in 9.8 and also set 
an Aussie record of 9.5(on grass). McKenley won the 220 championship 
ina record 21.0(turn) with LeBeach third. But Lloyd's chances were 
ruined when his blocks slipped at the start. He lost about 4 yards and 
could only make up half of it once he was back in gear. 

Geming back to the US Lloyd showed excellent form by running 9.5. 
and 20.3 in the BYU Invitational. But muscle trouble caught up with him 
end plegued him the rest of the season. He withdrew from the Fresno 100, 
was only third in the Compton 220, and then had to withdraw from the AAU 
meet. 

LleBeach started the 1950 season by getting trounced in the Central 
American Games by Ouba's Refael Fortun and McKenley. He avenged these 


SWEDISH MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIP 
1, Gustaf Jansson 2:31:43 
2, Karl Oberg 2:43:02 
3, Bengt Hansson 2:46:23 
4, Sven Bjorkstam 2:50:32 
5, Egon Soderstrom 2:51:33 
6, Sven Erik Ahl 2:52:23 
(Leandersson dropped out with 
an injured toe.) 
SWEDEN vs NORWAY, 50,000m WALK 
Anvika, August 12— 
John Ljunggren, S 4:25:02 
Verner Ljunggren,S 4:27:31 
T. Jonsson, S 43:33:02 
A. Soderlund, S 4:36:15 
I. Green, S 4:37:08 
Edgar Brunn, N 4:38:31 
H. Johansson, S 4:43:21 
A. Linden, S 43:44:04 
9, E, Johnsson, S 4:46:03 
10, A. Lundberg, S 4:47:43 
(The world's record is 4:34:03. 
J. Ljunggren is the Olympic 
Champion. } 
JUNIOR AAU 15,000 METER RUN 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 12<— 
1, Joe Brooks 54:52.5 
JUNIOR AAU 20,000 METER RUN 
Brunswick, Me., Aug. 17— 
1, John Doherty 1:11:36 
1951 ENSCHEDE MARATHON 
Karvonen, Finland 2:29:02. 
2 


CHRISTMAS IS COMING SOON-- 
and Track & Field News is the 
ideal gift for your track fan 
friendse Inexpensive, yet it 
gives a year of continuous 
pleasure. Send $2.00 ($3.50 
for 2 years) to P. 0. Box 248, 
San Bruno, California. 


NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA 
by J.H. Galli 

One of Olympic finalist 
Morris Curotta's schoolboy 
records was broken in Sydney, 
October 13, when Colin John- 
ston, 17, won the Associated 
Schools 440 title in 50.9. 
Johnston, running on a grass 
track saturated by torrential 
rains, and showing plenty of 
racing ability, also won the 
880 in 1:59.5. 

Johnston's Cranbrook 
schoolmate, Jim May, won the 
NSW All-Schools high hurdle 
(39") title in a record-smash- 
ing 14.7 and broad jumped 
21'113". 

Bob Prentice won ‘the NSW 
State marathon by half a mile 
under hot, dusty conditions. 
1, Prentice (2:45:14); 2,Smeal 
(2:48:06); 3, Stanley(2:51:30) 
AAU 25,000 METER WALK 

Chicago, Sep. 2— 
1, Jimmy Sidun 
2, John Deni 
3, William Mihalo 
4, Ferd Hayward 
AAU 40,000 METER WALK 

Baltimore, Sep. 9— 

1, Ferd Hayward 4:03:10 
2, John Deni 4:05:34. 




















Cerou, France $ 
Richards, GB 

Josset, France 
Systad, Norway 
Iden, GB 

Overdijk, Hollanc« 
Soerensen, Den. 
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CITY OF EDINBURGH MARATHON 
1, D.D. Robertson 2:38:15 3, Jimmy Sidun 
2, J.W. Stone 2:38:33 4, William Mihalo 








defeats later in the season in the USA vs. Cuba meet. Returning to tne 
US, Lloyd improved , running a 9.5 century and a 20.5 furlong. Then he 
dropped two 100 yd. races. Anderson of California nosed him out at 
Fresno and Stanfield took him in the Coliseum Relays. He dropped a third 
century in the Compton meet. In the 220 he was more successful. He won 
the Compton race in 20.6 and ran a US record 21.0 for one turn in the 
Southern Pacific AAU meet. 

In the National AAU meet Lloyd thought he had won the 100 mtrs., 
but the photo-timer proved that Art Bragg of Morgan State had flashed 
up to win by the barest of margins. And in the 200 mtrs. Bob Tyler, also 
a Morgen Stater, and Bragg both beat LaBeach. 

A European trip followed, in which Lloyd turned in a terrific set 
of clockings. He ran the 100 mtra. in 10.3 and 10.4 with monotonous 
regulerity. At 200 mtrs. he lost a few to his pal McKenley, but when 
they ren "fer keeps" it was LeBeach who won. In a heralded clash with 
Britain's McDonald-Bailey LaBeach ran his opponent into the ground 
with a smashing 20.7 around a turn. He clocked another 20.7 and two 
20.8 metric furlongs on other occasions. 

LaBeach's final performances as an amateur came in South America. 
He climaxed his long career by setting a new world record of 10.1 for 
the 109 mtrs. in the Bolivarien Games. Shortly efter he went to Aus- 
tralia and turned professional. 

Now comes the problem of deciding just where LaBeach fits into the 
ranking of the top ten as I saw it two years ago. The criterion used 
to obtain those rankings was three-fold in nature. The first yardstick 
was the etopwatch. &nd in LaBeach's case this yardstick puts him at the 
top. Only Patton and Owens have better sets of. clockings than Lloyd does 
at 100 yds. At 100 mtrs. Lloyd is well ahead of everyone. In the furlong 
only Patton edges LaBeach for straightaway marks and none edge him for 
one-turn clockings. True, he doesn't have the fastest in this last cate- 
gory, but he has more fast ones than anyone else. 

The second criterion used was "competitive ability" as indicated by 
the man's “win-loss" record. Here we find LaBeach is definitely not up 
with the top four. (Owens,Patton, Davis,and Metcalfe). But the records of 
the other six ate certainly'ndo better. 

The third yardstick was that of honors won. LaBeach hes to his 
credit two rds in the Olympics, two 2nds in bis only NCAA appearance, 
and one lst, two 2nds, and a 3rd in AAU races. Again he is not in the 
top four , and, in fact, several others have done better. 

No doubt many will wonder how a man can do so well against the 
watch and still not have so much to show in honors won. I think that in 
LaBeach's case there is an explanatien. After he left Wisconsin he was 
on his own. He was essentially his own coach, his own trainer, and his 
own manager. You can't do all that and still be mentally “right” for all 
the championship races. All thinge considered I would rank LaBeach 
6th in the 100 yds. and 100 mtrs., 4th in the 220 yds. and 200 mtre., 





and 5th in the composite picture. 
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